17/10/2014

Curriculum Evening:
Understanding the curriculum for
your child, including recent changes

Thursday 16th October 2014
6pm – 7pm
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Welcome
• Brief introduction together
• Year group sessions in classrooms – run twice
• Year group sessions all follow similar outline
• PowerPoints will be available on website
• Year 1 – 6 – new Primary National Curriculum
• Nursery & Rec – unchanged, but content to share

Changing landscape
• New Primary National Curriculum - Year group
curriculum maps for content and skills progression
• A rich, creative curriculum – organised in themes,
tailored by the school, including enrichment
• National Curriculum levels being removed –
attainment and progress still tracked closely
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Pitch and expectations
• With the new curriculum there are some changes to
the pitch and expectations for each year group.
• In some cases the expectations are now higher than
previously – year groups will be able to give examples
of these.
• Slides at the back give overview of Literacy & Maths
changes
• Your help at home e.g. with reading, Number Bonds
and Times tables alongside Home Learning is
invaluable.

Parent Consultations – next week
Specific to your child:
– How they have settled in to new year group
– Their attitudes to learning including their
strengths and areas of the curriculum they
particularly enjoy
– Next steps
– How you can help at home
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Year group sessions:
Year group

Location for sessions

Nursery

Nursery

Reception

Mrs Oakley’s R classroom

Year 1

Miss Lea’s Y1 classroom

Year 2

Mrs Gifford’s Y2 classroom

Year 3

Miss Carter’s Y3 classroom

6:15pm – 6:35pm

Year 4

Mr Tomkinson’s Y4 classroom

Or

Year 5

Mr Francis’ Y5 classroom

Year 6

Mr Comer’s Y6 classroom

After introduction in KS2
Hall:
All sessions are 20
minutes and run twice:

6:40pm – 7pm

The New Literacy Curriculum
Key Stage 1 and 2
Years 1 - 6
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Changes in the Literacy curriculum
• Longer units of work with a better sequence
for writing. Spending longer on each text type.
• Topic based planning using a text as a
stimulus.
• More focus on poetry – analysis and
performance. This helps develop vocabulary
and communication skills.

Reading Overview
• To read fluently, both fiction and non-fiction texts.
• Children to be encouraged to read for pleasure.
• Promote a range of wider reading.
This supports their understanding of a range of texts,
their spelling and ideas for their own writing.
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Key Changes: KS1 Reading
• More emphasis on phonics.
• Reading for pleasure.
• Increased emphasis on reading and performing poetry.
• Greater emphasis on discussion and questioning when
reading.
• Whole texts – deeper exploration.

Key Changes: KS1 Writing
Writing
• A greater emphasis on spelling.
• Grammar.
Handwriting
• Frequent sessions.
• Handwriting strategies.
Fluent handwriting supports spelling and enables the
child to communicate their ideas more freely.
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Key Changes: KS2 Reading
•
•
•
•

A wider range of genres.
Poems and play scripts to be performed.
Emphasis on close reading and understanding.
Familiarity with a wide range of books and
poetry.
• Shift from word reading to reading
comprehension.
• Reading for pleasure.
• Comparisons between texts.

Key Changes: KS2 Writing
• Developing and improving handwriting.
• More explicit grammar requirements.
• Editing and improving their own work.
• Using dictionaries to check spelling.
Much of this is already in place, but there is now even
greater emphasis upon it.
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The New Mathematics Curriculum

Key Stage 1 and 2
Years 1 - 6

The new Maths Curriculum
• Using the ‘Herts for Learning’ materials which supplement and
support the new National Curriculum.
• Areas are linked e.g. when teaching ‘time’ we will be looking at
other areas such as multiplication. This is to support children’s
understanding with the links between different subject areas.
• There are a number of changes to each year group. (see
following slides)
• All year groups, except Years 2 & 6, are following the new
curriculum this year. Years 2 & 6 will dip into the new
curriculum this year, but officially start next September.
• Years 2 & 6 will still be tested against the previous curriculum at
the end of this school year.
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Changes in the maths curriculum
There are many changes to the curriculum as you will see
from the next slides for example:
• Times tables: up to 12 x 12 – to support this we are
continuing with the ‘100 club’ where children earn
their Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum awards, across
KS2 for learning tables with quick recall.
• Probability and calculator skills have been moved to
KS3, so they are no longer explicitly taught in Years 5 &
6, (although calculators may still be used when
appropriate).
• Data handling has been removed from Year 1.
• Roman numerals are now introduced from Year 3.
• Ratio has been moved to Year 6.

Changes by year group - overview
• Year 1

• Year 2
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• Year 3 (top boxes) and Year 4 (bottom boxes)

• Year 5
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• Year 6
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